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Climate Change Refugees are peoples that are displaced from places where they live because of
factors such as: sea level rise (SLR), water scarcity (droughts), and extreme weather such as
temperatures and frequent severe storms. This article will primarily focus on people who cross
international boundaries for a new life because of climate change which causes these factors.
Displacement of people because of war, gang violence, oppressive governments, poverty and
search for a better life are also causes for people to risk movement that could include death on
the journey to a safe land. Often climate change is somehow implicated in these other
displacements of populations.

SEA LEVEL RISE (SLR)

Sea level rise (SLR) (Figure 1) is one of the factors that will lead to the migration of people
around the world primarily from coastal areas and island systems. SLR results from melting of
ice basins in the Arctic and Antarctic and mountain glaciers and thermal expansion of the oceans.
Current SLR as of January 2017 is 3.4mm/year (NASA,; January 2017; Vital Signs of the Planet).
The 20" Centuries rate of SLR has averaged about 1.8mm/year; however the rate of increase in
SLR has been accelerating to 3.4mm/year recently. SLR increases by 2100 will be from:
Greenland 25%, Antarctica 50%, smaller glaciers 5% and thermal expansion 20% according to
research at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (Anders Levermann, Peter U.
Clark , Ben Marzeiond , Glenn A. Milnee, David Pollard, Valentina Radic, and Alexander
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Robinson; 20 August 2013; The Multimillennial Sea-Level Commitment of Global Warming;
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Proceedings of National Academy of Sciences).
The more the earth warms the greater the SLR (Figure 2). Recent reseach has shown that sea
level rise is accelerating and by 2100 sea levels will be up by 26 inches on average worldwide
(Katie Weeman, New Study Finds Sea Level Rise Accelerating, NASA Sea Level Change,
Observations from Space, February 13, 2018).

Since | am primarily interested in the transnational border migration of climate change refugees
— 1 will not examine internal migration of people such as in the United States because of climate
change - but as climate impacts increase there will be people that could be labeled climate
change refugees in the United States. This is already occurring in coastal areas in Alaska and
Louisiana where people are being displaced. In Alaska (Alan Taylor. 7 July 2015, Alaska’s
Climate Refugees, The Atlantic) people in the village of Newtok, Alaska will become refugees
because of erosion of permafrost and more severe storms resulting from climate change.
Likewise in Louisiana, the United States had is first climate change refugees where an entire
native American village on Isle de Jean Charles had to be moved using a $48 million federal
grant (Coral Davenport and Campbell Robertson; 2 May 2016; Resettling the First American
‘Climate Refugees’; The New York Times).

A recent article pointed out that the magnitude of the movement of people from the coastal areas
of the United States to inland areas is not insignificant. There is uncertainty about the magnitude
of SLR but it will be between 1-8 feet in height by the year 2100. This could cause the
movement of up to 13.1 million people by 2100 to inland areas (Tony Davis; 18 April 2017;
Rising Seas Could Push Some U.S. Migration to Areas Far From the Coast; Reuters News).
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Global Average Absolute Sea Level Change, 1880-2015
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Data sources:

+ CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation). 2015 update to data originally published in: Church, J.A.,
and N.J. White. 2011. Sea-level rise from the late 19th to the early 21st century. Surv. Geophys. 32:585-602.
www.cmar.csiro.au/sealevel/sl_data_cmar.html.

- NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). 2016. Laboratory for Satellite Altimetry: Sea level rise. Accessed June
2016. http:/ibis.grdl.noaa.gov/SAT/SealevelRise/LSA_SLR_timeseries_global.php.

For more information, visit U.S. EPA’s “Climate Change Indicators in the United States” at www.epa.gov/climate-indicators.
Figure 1: Sea Level Rise from1880

As seen in Figure 2 below, as the world warms the greater the SLR. The Paris Climate
Agreement adopted by consensus on 12 December 2015 adopted a goal to limit global
temperature average level below 2 degrees Celsius by 2100. Recent developments in world
temperature levels, melting of sea ice, increasing levels of Carbon Dioxide and threats to the
agreement itself may impact achieving this goal. Some climate change scientists have said the
agreement “is far too weak to help prevent devastating harm to the earth”. Some scientists
project that the actual temperature rise could be between 3-5 degrees Celsius by 2100 (Damian
Carrington; 31 December 2013; Planet Likely to Warm by 4C by 2100, Scientists Warn; The
Guardian).
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Regional patterns of sea-level change computed using an isostatic surface loading model (see
text for details) for scenarios of 1, 2, 3, and 4 °C of warming.

Sea Level (m)
Anders Levermann et al. PNAS 2013:110:13745-13750

22013 by Nabonal Acedemy of Sciences | l J ‘ ‘ : E

Figure 2: Sea level rise potential for scenarios of 1 to 4° Celsius of Warming

PLACES THAT WILL BE IMPACTED BY SLR

SLR will impact most severely low areas that are not far above sea level. Among the most
impacted will be islands and island nations. Other larger continental areas will also be impacted
by SLR.

ISLANDS AND SLR — The news media and attention from many Non-governmental
Organizations have pointed out many islands including entire island nations are at risk from sea
level rise (SLR). Among the islands are the Carteret Islands (population of about 2700- part of
Papua New Guinea) (Figure 3) which are 1.5 meters above sea level (Figure 3). However, SLR
is one of several factors that play a part in why these islands are at risk according to Connell
(John Connell, 19 April 2016, Last days in the Carteret Islands? Climate Change, Livelihoods
and Migration on Coral Atolls, Asia Pacific Viewpoint). But the risk from SLR will become a
greater risk over time to these island nations as the world warms as shown in Figure 2. Tuvalu
(population a little over 10,700) is an island nation of three reef islands and six atolls that is half
way between Australia and Hawaii with a projected sea level rise of 1-2 meters by the century’s
end which would be a disaster for this island nation and the folks that live there. Funafuti island
(Figure 4) his half Tuvalu’s population and is only 3 meters above sea level. With some SLR
rise that is possible both the Cateret Islands and Tuvalu could be totally uninhabitable and
inundated by 2100.
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Figure 3: Carteret Islands (Connell- 2016)



JOSEPH L. COOK- CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE FUTURE- 8 MARCH 2018
CLIMATE CHANGE REFUGEES

Figure 4: Funafuti island (From Wikipedia)

These two examples are indicative of that will happen with unrelenting SLR around the world.
Other examples include: the Marshall islands (population 70,000- 1.75 meters above sea level);
Kiribati which bought 6,000 acres of land to relocate its population on Fiji (Kiribati population
115,000- 1.5 meters above sea level) (see article by Nyshka Chandra, A Former President is
Worried His Country is Sinking Into the Ocean, CNBC 6 March 2018) (Fiji itself is looking to
relocate 45 coastal villages in the next few years to the mountains — Benjamin VVon Brackel, Fiji
Flooded- Island Exodus in the Era of Climate Change, Suddeutsche Zeitung, January 30, 2018);
Tonga (population 104,000- some areas have high elevation that will not be effected by SLR —
population at risk about 30,000 (Nobuo Mimura; 27 August 1999; Vulnerability of Island
Countries in the South Pacific to Sea Level Rise and Climate Change; Climate Research
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Volume 12). In addition to direct inundation of islands there is also effects of salt water intrusion
effecting agriculture and the impact of severe storms and what people call King Tides impacting
island populations.

EFFECTS OF SLR ON CONTINENTAL NATIONS

The United States Geological Survey estimated that up to 1 Billion people worldwide will be
effected by SLR by 2100 (World-Watch Institute; 20 April 2017; Study Says 1 Billion
Threatened by Sea Level Rise). Another study indicated SLR on the 20 most at risk nations will
impact up to 650 Million people (Climate Central; 23 September 2014; New Analysis Shows
Global Exposure to Sea Level Rise). This study also indicated of the 650 Million people between
147-216 Million live in areas that will be inundated by SLR and regular flooding. A recent
publication indicates that by 2060 (world population 9 billion) there will be 1.6 billion climate
change refugees due to sea level rise and by 2100 (world population 11 billion) there will be 2
billion refugees due to sea level rise ((Charles Geisler and Ben Currans; July 2017; Land Use
Policy Volume 66- pages 322-330; Impediments to Inland Resettlement Under Conditions of
Accelerated Sea Level Rise). The effects | feel after reading many sources would be multi-
faceted and include storm surges, coastal flooding, tsunami’s, direct inundation, more severe
hurricanes, salt water intrusion and impact on coastal natural resources especially fisheries.
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Top 20 Most At-Risk Countries

By Total By Percent
Percent of Percent of
Population  National Population  Mational
Country Exposed Population Country Exposed Population
(thousands) Exposed (thousands) Exposed
1. China 50,465 4% 1. Metherlands 7703 479%
2. Vietnam 23407 26% 2. Vietnam 23,407 26%
3. Japan 12,751 10% 3. Thailand 8176 12%
4. India 12,643 1% 4. Japan 12,751 10%%
5. Bangladesh 10,230 7% . Myanmar 4742 9%
6. Indonesia 10,157 4% 6. Bangladesh 10,230 T%%
7. Thailand 8176 12% 7. United Arab Emirates 570 T9%
8. Netherlands 7,793 47% 8 Philippines 6,205 7%
9. Philippines 6,205 % 9. Bahrain 80 6%
10. Myanmar 4742 9% 10. Belgium 619 6%
11. United States 3,087 1% 11. Oman 148 5%
12. United Kingdom 2574 49 12. Taiwan 1,302 4%
13. Brazil 1,737 1% 13. Indonesia 10,157 4%
14, Germany 1,665 2% 14. Denmark 232 4%
15. France 1,256 2% 15. United Kingdom 2,574 4%
16. Malaysia 1171 4% 16. Malaysia 1171 4%
17. Taiwan 1,032 4% 17. China 50,465 4%
18. Korea, Republic of 1,028 2% 18. Hong Kong 21 3%
19. Nigeria 848 1% 19. Cambodia 449 3%
20. Italy 842 1% 20. Ireland 133 3%

Figure 5: Nations most at risk from SLR- from Climate Central

The issue may be even greater when explored in-depth then Figure 5 indicates- let us look at one
continental nation that is particularly susceptible to climate change- Bangladesh (population 162
million). A very poor country that emits very little greenhouse gases. Fifteen percent of its
people live one-meter from high tide, and annual floods inundate between 20-70% of its land
each year with 66% of its elevation is below 5 meters in height the country is the most
susceptible in the world to typhoons (Political Economy of Climate Adaptation in
Bangladesh; The Political Economy of Climate Change Adaptation pp 33-53). SLR of even a
meter will impact Bangladesh severely and may make large areas uninhabitable.

WATER SCARCITY, DROUGHT AND EXTREME WEATHER (TEMPERATUREYS)

There are many issues under this topic that could be explored but we will only look at water
scarcity and drought, and temperature extremes; because it is these two when combined with
SLR that will create a ‘perfect storm’ of extreme events occurring in rapid sequence. When |
refer to the term rapid | am looking out in the future beyond 2035 because that is where the
extremes of SLR, water scarcity and droughts and extreme temperatures will really start
impacting nations around the world | feel. Before that there will be events that will cause
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concern but if no care is taken to heal “CREATION” then I feel we will be in a really serious
situation with perhaps rapidly changing climate effects.

WATER SCARCITY AND DROUGHT

Climate change will impact water availability because some areas will experience very severe
drought effects and water scarcity. In the future, many areas of the world could experience
droughts and lack of water simultaneously impacting entire groups of nations. These
simultaneous droughts and lack of water will effect “multiple breadbaskets around the world”
(Katharine Hayhoe and Robert E Kopp; 2016; What surprises lurk within the climate system? ;
Environmental Research Letters 11). People will be impacted by droughts and water scarcity
and will be a factor in socio-economic crisis that arise because of a severe lack of water for
agriculture and for daily living. One example of these socioeconomic effects of water scarcity
and drought is what occurred in Syria.

Syria went through a prolonged drought from 2007 — 2010 this was the worst drought ever
recorded. This drought was compounded by wells that went dry as the water table kept dropping
and poor farmers could not afford to drill deeper wells. Climate models indicated that the 2007-
2010 drought was 3 times more likely than if driven by natural weather variability alone (Colin
P. Kelley, Shahrzad Mohtadi, Mark A. Cane' Richard Seager, and Yochanan Kushnir; 30 January
2016; Climate change in the Fertile Crescent and implications of the recent Syrian drought;
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, Volume 112, Number 11, Pages 3241-3246).

Over a million farming families had to abandon their lands and move to larger Syrian cities and
when compounded will other political and socioeconomic conditions this led to internal strife so
vast in Syria that people fled the country creating the on-going refugee crisis (John Wendle;
2016, Syria’s Climate Refugees; Scientific American 25, 98-103). Climate scientists have said
that droughts like this in the Middle East and the Mediterranean region will continue into the
future.

Figure 6 (see Betsy Otto and Andrew Maddocks; 23 June 2015; NASA Satellite Data Help Show
Where Groundwater Is — and Where It Isn 't; World Resources Institute) shows the potential
problems large areas of Asia will have if weather patterns create less rainfall and surface supplies
are overextended since groundwater supplies also under stress. The red on the map indicate
areas currently under severe water stress- note that Syria is one of the countries as well as Yemen
that also has an ongoing internal crisis.
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Figure 6: Areas with water stress

India- An unfolding dilemma also is faced in India that has some of the worse groundwater
stress on earth (Figure 7). Severe drought in last few years have impacted India and in addition
in the future - monsoon events may at times provide too much water too fast or too little water.
About 330 million people currently face water shortages in India (Sujatha; World Water Day-
India’s Wake Up Call; Maps of India). The water situation became so severe in 2016 that trains
were used to carry water to some areas so people would have drinking water. Water availability
in India has gone down from 6,042 cubic meters in 1947 to about 1,545 cubic meters per person
in 2011. By 2040 if current trends continue and are compounded by climate change almost all
areas of India will face a shortage of drinking water. Lack of water in future will impact
agriculture as groundwater supplies decrease and as droughts become more severe. In 2016, this
led to thousands of Indian farmers committing suicide. 1 am not familiar with the socio-
economic situation in India to predict if severe socio-economic strife will occur in India but
people who face a lack of food and water will react. A recent study indicated that the water crisis
in India will grow more severe over time with monsoons moving northward dumping more rain
in the north and less rain in southern India leading to severe droughts drying central India (S.
Sandeep, R. S. Ajayamohan, William R. Boos, T. P. Sabin and V. Praveen, Decline and
poleward shift in Indian summer monsoon synoptic activity in a warming climate, Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, February 26, 2018). The loss
of overall rainfall in India will have severe socio-economic impacts in future years.
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Figure 7: Water stress in India

Lake Chad (Borders Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, and Niger)

Figure 8: Lake Chad
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Lake Chad (Figure 8) provides water for 40 million people in Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, and
Niger. The lake since in the last 40 years has lost 90% of its surface area and the impact of this
water loss is impacting fishing, farming and the Boko Haram has attracted impoverished people
to join their ranks. The loss of water loss is so great that the Lake Chad Basin Commission is
looking at the possibility of constructing a 1,600 mile long canal from Democratic Republic of
Congo across the Central African Republic to meet the Chari River that feeds into Lake Chad.
Interestingly the $14.5 Billion financing for this project will come from China and Italy to
prevent the lake from disappearing (Stephanie Findlay, Italy, China propose solution to Lake
Chad's water problem, Phys.Org, February 28, 2018). It will take years for this project to be
approved, designed and implemented and the political crisis created by the combination of
ecological disaster combined with poverty and desperate people will continue to lead to millions
of people seeking a better life elsewhere likely in Europe- that is why — Italy is interested in this
project.

EXTREME WEATHER (TEMPERATURES)

There are several extreme weather events that could occur with climate change such as more
frequent severe storms such as hurricanes but the one that will have the greatest impact on people
will be extreme temperatures. Some areas of the world will become so hot that living there will
be a real challenge. This will become particularly true for the Middle East and North Africa
(Figure 9) (Loulla-Mae Eleftherieu-Smith; 3 May 2016; Climate Change Could Make Parts of
the Middle East and North Africa ‘Uninhabitable’; Independent)- with high temperatures
reaching 47 degrees Celsius by mid-century and 50 degrees Celsius by 2100- in addition the
number of extremely hot days could reach 80 by mid-century and 116 by 2100 compared to 16
recorded annual hot days between 1986-2005. Some cities in the middle east may become so hot
by the end century that they will be 60 degrees Celsius on summer days. Heat waves with even
higher temperatures when combined with humidity would threaten the survival of people in
cities in the Middle East (Justin Worland; 26 October 2015; These Cities May Soon be
Uninhabitable Due Thanks to Climate Change; Time).
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Figure 9: Image from J. Lelieveld, Y. Proestos, P. Hadjinicolaou, M. Tanarhte, E Tyrlis and G.
Zittus; 2016; Strongly Increasing Heat Extremes in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) in
the 21% Century; Climatic Change
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PROJECTED NUMBERS OF CLIMATE CHANGE REFUGEES

Projecting what the number of climate change refugees in the future is an act is guess-work at its
best. | have read figures all the way from 50 million by as soon as 2020 (Joanna Zelman; 25
May 2011; 50 Million Environmental Refugees By 2020, Experts Predict; Huffington Post) to
over 200 million (Hanna Barnes; 2 September 2013; How Many Climate Migrants Will There
Be?; BBC News) by 2050. Another prediction | read is over 750 million by 2100 from flooding
and SLR raise alone (Jane McAdam and Julia Blocher; FactCheck Q&A: As the Climate
Changes, are 750 Million Refugees Predicted to Move Away From Flooding; The Conversation).
The most extreme prediction | have read is 2 billion refugees by 2100 (Alexander C. Kaufman,
Climate Change Could Threaten Up to 2 Billion Refugees by 2100, HuffPost June 26, 2017). The
projected numbers of climate change refugees that will cross International Borders is really hard
to predict into the future since people flee their nations as I said for multiple reasons but climate
change is a compounding factor.

Some have challenged the multitude of the estimates of projected numbers of Environmental
Refugees (Cord Jackobeit and Chris Methmann; ‘Climate Refugees’ As Dawning Catastrophe? A
Critique of the Dominant Quest for Numbers; Climate Change, Human Security and Violent
Conflict Volume 8 of the Series on Human and Environmental Security and Peace, Pages 301-
314). The entire debate of climate change and refugees is laden with political discourse of
differing ideas of the extent of the issue as to whether there really is man-made climate change
and results in a maximalist-minimalist debate (Andrew Baldwin, Chris Methmann and Delf
Rothe; 28 August 2014; Securitizing ‘Climate Refugees’: the Futurology of Climate-Induced
Migration; Critical Studies on Security Volume 2- Issue 2: Climate Change and Migration: from
Geopolitics to Biopolitics). At the moment in the United States the current political environment
favors a minimalist idea and even indicated that climate change is not real. Many believe this
minimalist idea of climate change puts our country and the world at great risk for the impacts
that climate change will bring as the century unfolds. The world is not ready for the potential of
50-200 million refugees by 2050 — this creates a crisis that current policies and legal mechanisms
have not been able to address to date for far less refugees that are occurring today (Simon
Behrman, Avidan Kent, Climate Refugees: Beyond the Legal Impasse?, Published b Routledge,
February 6, 2018).

| feel the number of climate change refugees will increase over time with SLR, water scarcity
and drought and extreme weather events such as high temperatures occur. What will be the
number of climate change refugees that will flee their native countries? 1 do not really have a
good number on the scale of refugees that will cross international borders. Look what is
occurring now in Europe and the controversy when hundreds of thousands flee their nations
facing death on the journey. Just think what will happen if over 10 million climate change
refugees try to flee to Europe, Australia and the United States. 1 do think that the number will be
far north of 10 million fleeing their nations by 2035 and far more then 200 million by 2100 if
current trends continue. Is the world prepared for that occurring- not at this time and into future
years with the advent of resistance that is impacting the political situation in numerous nations.
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So next we will explore the needed response to climate change refugees crossing international
boundaries.

RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE REFUGEES

At this time, | am afraid that the response that needs to be framed for the future to address
potential climate change refugees will not occur. In the current political climate, there just is not
the will to look at what needs to be done in-depth to prepare for the future.

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CLIMATE CHANGE

There is no international framework today to extend or amend the 1951 Refugee Convention
(Aram Kamali; August 2016; Climate Refugees: Exposing the Protection Gap in International
Law; Publication of Climate Institute). What is needed on an international scale is to look at
changing international law - see the following articles for excellent reviews (see Bonnie
Docherty and Tyler Giannini; 2009; Confronting a Rising Tide: a Proposal for a Convention on
Climate Change Refugees; Harvard Environmental Law Review Volume 33 Pages 349-403);
(Frank Bierman; 16 February 2010; Global Environmental Politics; Volume 10, Number 1 pages
60-68, Massachusetts Institute of Technology), (Issa Ibrahim Berchin, Isabela Blasi Valduga,
Jéssica Garcia, Jose Baltazar Salgueirinho, Climate change and forced migrations: An effort
towards recognizing climate refugees, Geoforum- Vol 84, August 2017), and (Angela Williams;
4 October 2008; Turning the Tide: Recognizing Climate Change Refugees in International Law;
LAW & POLICY, Vol. 30, No. 4, Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy). Also see article by
Jullee Kim which addresses an approach to considering humans as a species Homo Sapiens using
“the international biodiversity regime to provide protections to climate refugees through
conservation and sustainable use of the entire ecosystems within which they are situated” under
The Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) - (Kim, Jullee,
Homo Sapiens: The Opportune Identity of ‘Climate Refugees' and Its Place in International
Biodiversity Law (August 29, 2017). William & Mary Environmental Law and Policy Review,
Forthcoming. Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3038405).

A particular insight that | find useful in this discussion is from (Burns, William C. G., Loss and
Damage and the 21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (January 2, 2016). Available at

SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2710086 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2710086). | copied
their views below:

“Parties should immediately consider the following measures

» Facilitate national acceptance of displaced persons. While some populations displaced by
climate change may ultimately be able to return to their homes, most ultimately will not.
Moreover, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has recognized that in some cases
migration may constitute “an effective adaptation strategy.” The Warsaw International
Mechanism for Loss and Damage (WI1M) Task Force should recommend standards for State
acceptance of displaced populations, perhaps based on a formula that reflects the principle of
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common but differentiated responsibilities, such as historical levels of greenhouse gas emissions
or GDP;

* Develop guidelines for providing financial assistance to developing States to prevent
displacement and facilitate re-settlement of displaced peoples. The WIM Task Force should be
tasked with developing recommendations to provide technical assistance to developing countries,
and perhaps NGOs, to help prevent displacement and to develop resettlement programs. That
should include incorporation into National Adaptation Plans of Action to help facilitate funding
for such programs;

* Develop a proposal for international recognition of climate refugees. As Glahn observed, there
are currently no international treaties, protocols or guidelines that provide protection for climate
refugees, including the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967
Protocol, which extends protection and assistance only to those fleeing “persecution.” Formal
recognition of interests of climate refugees would imbue them with pertinent protections under
international law, including a right to self-determination, as well as help to mobilize resources to
protect refugee interests from relevant bodies, such as the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
the International Organization for Migration and pertinent NGOs. The WIM Task Force should
be instructed to develop standards for recognition of climate refugees for possible incorporation
into current asylum regimes, a new convention, or voluntary guiding principles.”

No single nation can afford the costs of climate change refugees and how they will be resettled —
in addition will these people have any rights like they had in there former countries (John R.
Wennersten, Denise Robbins, Climate Refugees in the Twenty-First Century, Indiana University
Press, Jun 12, 2017). The numbers of people who will become refugees will strain the entire
world and | just do not see any preparation that needs to be started to address the coming
problem.

Finally for see the book edited by - (Dimitra Manou, Andrew Baldwin, Dug Cubie, Anja
Mihr, Teresa Thorp, Climate Change, Migration and Human Rights: Law and Policy
Perspectives, Published by Routledge Taylor and Francis Group London and New York, May
12, 2017) for an excellent overview of the issue of climate change and migration.

A PERSONAL MENNONITE PERSPECTIVE

From my perspective, | have the following views: All people are the Children of God no matter
their religion, their beliefs or their situation. As Children of God — the Creator did not intend for
the injustice that may occur where the poorest of the poor will suffer an unfolding injustice not
of their making (Giovanni Bettini, Sarah Fading Contours of (In)Justice in Competing
Discourses on Climate Migration; The Geographical Journal). Will we offer hospitality to
displaced people (Juna Andrea Schreibner; 7 August 2016; A Normative Power on Climate
Change? An Analysis of the Discourse and Policy Development on Climate Refugees of the
European Commission; Masters Thesis- Utrecht University) or will we put up restrictions, walls,
and bullets to deny people who are looking for hope and survival for themselves and their
families. We face a crisis of humanity that will require the “Coming to terms with this crisis
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means having to confront how issues of power and knowledge shape how we understand the
relationship between climate change and migration. But even more importantly it means having
to ask probing questions about what it means to be human today.” [Baldwin, A. (2017), Climate
change, migration, and the crisis of humanism. WIREs Clim Change, 8: n/a, e460.
doi:10.1002/wcc.460]. For every person that will become an climate change refugee many others
will face an uncertain future in their homelands. Will that uncertain future lead to more and
more international strife and wars and suffering? Yes I think so if the world does not prepare to
respond to this crisis.
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